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two  days a journey that  occupied a month  ten  years ago,
because the English have laid down their railways before the
Indians had invented the paved road ; and his mental develop-
jnent may advance hy similar overleaping of intermediate im-
provements.    And whereas  hitherto new religious ideas have
constantly sprung up in India, and have as constantly withered
or been dtesipatea   for want of protection  and  undisturbed
cultures   any  such   ideas  that   m&y hereafter  arise  will   be
fostered  and  may spread :un     erruptedly, if they have the
principle of persistent growth*.    Some great movement is likely
to come about in India, if only the peace lasts; but what may
be the complexion of that movement, and whither its gravita-
tion, is a question which  time  only can  answer.     Oiderly
Christian rule has given to Islam in India en opportunity for
becoming regenerate and for reuniting its strength, which it
owes-entirely to us.    We have restored its conwnunications
by sea and by land;   we have already felt some of the con-
sequences of pulling down the barriers which Ranjif   Singh
and his Sikhs set up on our north-western frontier between
the  Mahouiedans  of India and  the rest of Western  Asia*
Mahoniedanism may yet occupy a larger space in the history
of Indian rationalism; but it must make haste, or the country
may drift beyond it.    Some may think that Christianity will a
second time in the world's histor3' step into the vacancy created
by a great territorial empire, and occupy the tracts laid open
by the upheaval of a whole continent to a new intellectual and
moral level*    But the  state of thought in Western Europe
hardly encourages conjecture that India will receive from that
quarter any such decisive impulse as that which overturned the
decaying paganism of Greece and Rome just at the time when
the Pax Boinana had at last brought local beliefs into jarring
collision one with another, and into contact witfaT the profound
spiritualism of Asia.     The influence of Europe on India is
essentially industrial  and  scientific;   England's business in
particular is to construct there some firm political system under
which all other social relations may be reared and directed;
but here comes in the difficulty of founding and keeping steady
any such edifice without the cement of some binding idea.    It